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SPECIAL ALERT 6i / 2021

16 DECEMBER 2021

=

SECRETARIAT OF THE INTERNATIONAL
NARCOTICS CONTROL BOARD

SPECIAL ALERT

SUSPICIOUS SHIPMENTS OF KHAT INVOLVING ANGOLA

The United Nations Secretariat of the International Narcotics Control Board is issuing this special alert to
Governments, and through them private sector partners, to increase awareness of consignments involving
khat (Catha edulis), a plant-based psychoactive drug not currently under international control. The
information is suitable for sharing in-confidence with trusted private industry partners’ security and safety
focal points in the marketing (e.g., social media, e-commerce), movement (e.g., express mail and courier, air
cargo or related services) or monetization industries for actions that may ensure a safer operating
environment for officers, staff and customers. This alert is not intended for public dissemination.

Between November 2020 and November 2021, INCB is aware of 155 suspicious in-bound and outbound
air shipments of khat totaling 6000 kg. 125 outbound consignments averaging 16.6 kg each were sent to
addresses in Austria, Canada, France, Malta, Netherlands, Portugal, the United Kingdom and the United
States. 30 incidents averaging 132 kg each also arrived in Angola from Ethiopia. The transit modality in all
shipments appears to be air (cargo).

Outbound shipments from Angola listed the following exporter contact details: Walter Bala LDA, Rua
Rainha Ginga N 65 Ingombota, Luanda or spelling variations thereof. Shipments were misdeclared as "cha
natural” (natural tea) on shipping documents. Khat is commonly misdeclared as green tea, Moringa or other
teas to facilitate its trafficking (see Annex).

Photos. Forms of khat: plant leaves (left, © Kew Royal Botanic Gardens); fresh cut and wrapped khat (centre), and dried khat (right), United States DEA

Private sector partners may wish to review operations and take actions, as appropriate. If suspicious
consignments are identified, please communicate relevant information to your national law _or regulatory
enforcement focal points, with a copy to the International Narcotics Control Board, as appropriate.

Secretariat of the International Narcotics Control Board
GRIDS Programme | Project ION

United Nations Office at Vienna

P.O. Box 500

A-1400 Vienna, Austria

Tel.: +43 1 26060 4367

incb.nps@un.org incb.grids@un.org

FOR INFORMATIONAL PURPOSES ONLY « RESTRICTED DISTRIBUTION IN-CONFIDENCE TO TRUSTED INDUSTRY PARTNERS
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ANNEX

Khat is often misdeclared as moringa, green or other types of tea. The following provides photographs and
physical descriptions to assist in the distinction between khat and other plants.

Khat (Catha Edulis)

Khat (catha edulis) has finely toothed large oval
evergreen leaves. The leaves have a serrated margin
and a shiny, slightly leathery upper surface. Young
leaves are light green; older leaves are dark green. The
leaves sometimes take on a red hue. The leaves are 5 —
10cm (2—-4in)long and 1 —4 cm (0.4 — 1.6 in) broad.
Young stems are commonly reddish in colour. Khat is
typically encountered in the form of fresh leaves, but also
as dried leaves.

‘ :\.—':. 3 N < : 4
L, ‘ a \ o
2, 2\ ) ' ,l/‘ : /i

Photo 3. Cut fresh khat, U.S. Drug Enforcement Administration

Moringa (Moringa Oleifera)

Moringa or drumstick tree (moringa oleifera) leaves are
dark green on the supper surface and pale on the
underside. They vary in size and shape but are often
rounded-elliptic up to 2.5 cm (1 in) long.

Photo 4. Moringa leaves (Moringa Oleifera), Wikipedia
Commons

Green Tea (Camellia Sinensis)

Green tea (camellia sinensis) leaves are 4—15 cm (1.6 —
6 in) long and 2 — 5 cm (0.8 — 2 in) broad. The young,
light-green leaves have short, white hairs on the
underside. Older leaves are deeper green.

Photo 5. Green tea leaves, © Kew Royal Botanic Gardens

FOR INFORMATIONAL PURPOSES ONLY « RESTRICTED DISTRIBUTION IN-CONFIDENCE TO TRUSTED INDUSTRY PARTNERS
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